
Open Letter in Support of the RECLAIM Act from Contractors in Kentucky 
 

March 12, 2018 
 
Eastern Kentucky cannot wait any longer. We need Senator Mitch McConnell to bring home the 
RECLAIM Act with the federal funding bill Congress seeks to pass this month. The RECLAIM Act 
would invest $1 billion in mine cleanup projects that small businesses like ours do in coal 
communities across the country. 
 
Jobs in eastern Kentucky are hurting. In 2017, Kentucky continued the gut-wrenching mass layoffs 
that we’ve experienced in the coal industry over the past 5 years. We’ve lost thousands of jobs since 
2012. 
 
We are private businesses who do coal mine reclamation work to clean up land and waters polluted 
by abandoned mines, our businesses are some of the only employers left in town. There are more 
than 70 contractors like us across the Commonwealth, employing hundreds of folks in the work of 
cleaning up dirty streams and stabilizing highwalls that threaten to collapse on people’s homes and 
businesses.  1

 
Part of the reason we’ve been able to survive the economic downturn is because of a government 
program–funded by a per-ton fee on coal mining–that pays employers like us to clean up 
abandoned mines. But the current funding can only clean up a tiny fraction of the thousands of 
dangerous sites that remain unreclaimed across Kentucky. 
 
Kentucky's share of the RECLAIM Act would inject $100 million more into cleanup projects in 
Kentucky over the next five years. That means small town businesses like ours will be getting $100 
million worth of work during a time when economic need is dire. It’s self-evident how huge of an 
impact a $100 million uptick in work could make for our businesses and communities. 
 
This immediate economic impact will also lay a foundation for more long-term development. The 
House version of the RECLAIM Act would link mine reclamation with economic diversification in 
coal communities, meaning that sites would be cleaned up in a way that provides for long-term 
development opportunities on or nearby the site. 
 
Our businesses are based in the coal communities that are struggling to make ends meet, and the 
RECLAIM Act would increase the need for more workers to clean up these mines. The earth-moving 
work we do when reclaiming mine sites is similar to coal mining work–so naturally, laid-off coal 
miners have the experience to transfer easily into mine reclamation.  
 

1 Bevin, Gov. Matt. Letter to Congressman Rob Bishop. June 13, 2017.  
“Over the past five years of particular economic difficulty, Kentucky has utilized over 70 different contractors to construct 
AML reclamation projects and potable water restoration projects...These contractors have employed over 700 individuals, 
and many have had active AML projects ongoing throughout that period.” 



Want to invest directly in the rural communities struggling with the decline of coal? Want to 
provide employment opportunities for laid-off coal miners? The RECLAIM Act is the only policy 
proposal Congress is considering that will do this at scale, through a $1 billion investment in our 
future. And, by the way, this is not taxpayer money–it’s $1 billion that the coal industry already has 
paid, for the express purpose of mine reclamation. The money is currently sitting in Washington. 
 
We’ve seen this idea of linking reclamation with redevelopment tested over the past couple years 
with a pilot program that has invested a sizeable amount into such projects already. The pilot 
program is valuable and should be funded, but it’s also no substitute for the RECLAIM Act. The pilot 
program is limited to a handful of states and, most importantly, Congress only funds it for one year 
at a time. The single-year allotments make it difficult for businesses like ours to make hiring 
decisions.  
 
By contrast, the RECLAIM Act provides certainty about how much reclamation work there will be in 
coming years. If you’re a small town business owner, you’re much less likely to hire more 
employees if you’re not certain that an uptick in work will continue past a single construction 
season. 
 
Congressman Hal Rogers has championed this effort since 2016, and Senator McConnell introduced 
a version of the bill in 2017. However, McConnell’s version in the Senate is outdated and doesn’t 
prioritize economic development like the version in the House. 
 
We can no longer wait on an overwhelmingly popular and strongly bipartisan proposal. We cannot 
wait another day to revitalize Kentucky's economy and put our coal miners back to work. Now is 
the time for Senator McConnell to bring home the House version of the RECLAIM Act, by attaching it 
to the must-pass funding bill Congress seeks to pass this month. 
 
 
Signed, 
 
Fred Jackson, President/Owner, Jackson and Jackson Reclamation Services, Inc. (Clay County, KY) 

J.C. Osborne, Owner, E & J Construction, Inc. (Leslie County, KY) 

Michael L. Davis, Owner/Operator, Mike Davis Construction Inc. (Perry County, KY) 

Patricia Miller, President, Miller & Sons, Inc. (Knott County, KY) 

David Davis, Owner, Davis Trucking (Perry County, KY) 

Justin Scott, President, Scott Excavation Inc. (Clay County, KY) 

Charles Henson, Owner, Triple H Excavating LLC (Clay County, KY) 


