
What/who is our coalition?
The Reclaiming Appalachia Coalition is made up of organizations 
offering assistance to groups and communities involved with 
Innovative Mine Reclamation including Appalachian Voices, 
Coalfield Development Corps, The Appalachian Citizens Law 
Center, Rural action, and Downstream Strategies.

What we offer 
The Coalition can provide technical support and capacity to 
applicants to submit and develop proposals for innovative mine 
reclamation projects funded by AML Pilot as well as additional 
sources. Specifically, the we can offer assistance developing 
economic impact analyses, mapping, modeling, identifying 
additional funding sources, stakeholders, and partners.  Our goal 
is to support the growth of community practice emerging around 
Innovative Mine Reclamation across Appalachia by sharing 
knowledge and identifying replicable models. This workgroup is 
open to any state agency and stakeholder within the current AML 
Pilot funding area. 

Info on funding: 
For the second consecutive year, the U.S. Congress has 
appropriated funds to six states for the AML Pilot program. For 
FY2018, as the previous year, PA, KY, and WV will receive $25M 
each, while AL, OH, and VA will receive $10M each. This year, 
unlike previous years, there is an additional $10M available for 
Indian Tribes. Passage of the RECLAIM Act would enact the 
release of $1 billion in additional funding to address the surplus of 
abandoned mine lands. Legislative advancement on RECLAIM is 
anticipated in early 2019.

Project Update
Innovative Mine Reclamation 

The Reclaiming Appalachia Coalition seeks to serve as a shared resource for state Abandoned Mine 
Land (AML) programs and economic/community development stakeholders engaged in innovative 
mine reclamation. Participants share strategies, resources, and best practices and to collaborate where 
appropriate on specific AML reclamation projects that may be funded through the AML Pilot program 
and other current and future funding sources.

AppalachianVoices



STATE SPECIFIC UPDATES

WV (AMD→ Rare Earth)
Establishing a supply chain for rare earth elements present in acid mine drainage while addressing environmental 
hazards posed by leaching Acid Mine Drainage (AMD)

PROJECT SUMMARY: Recent work from West Virginia University has proven that AMD discharges can actually be 
a valuable source of rare earth elements such as neodymium, scandium, and yttrium, which have a massive market 
potential for use in electronics manufacturing. Work is currently being undertaken to convert a successful bench-scale 
process into a commercial continuous flow production system, as well as to categorize the available resource and 
identify key needs across the supply chain. If successful, these efforts could lead to a new industry across the mining 
region of Appalachia that will not only create hundreds of jobs but also convert an environmental problem into an 
economic asset. For more information about this project, please contact Nathan Hall (nhall@coalfield-development.org) (304) 501-4755. 

KY (North Fork River Art and AML Project)    
Developing a Makerspace for local media-makers and artisans while repairing an AMD polluted stream.

PROJECT SUMMARY: The project, led by Appalshop in Whitesburg, Kentucky, would incorporate passive 
and ecological remediation techniques to treat water from an AML-Impacted stream on-site as part of the 
the effort to refurbish a local historic building to develop a makerspace for training in hands-on skills, from 
3D design and printing to blacksmithing and sculpture. The project will also remediate and redevelop the 
properties to increase public access, including 700 ft of river-walk as well as various public recreation 
features. The remediation techniques will be constructed to visibly demonstrate and educate visitors about 

the process and importance of improving water quality from the area’s rivers and streams. For more information about this project, please contact 
Eric Dixon (eric@appalachianlawcenter.org) (606) 633-3929. 

VA (ASD, Woody Cut Florals) 
Cultivating diversified market channels for woody cut florals grown on reclaimed mine land. 

PROJECT SUMMARY: Appalachian Sustainable Development seeks to create new profitable agricultural 
markets that fosters economic diversification and environmental reclamation in the Central Appalachian region. 
ASD helps growers gain access to high value markets through their processing and aggregation center in Scott 
County, VA. The facility offers aggregation, market development, handling, and processing equipment. The 
application of AML-grown commodities will expand the services of that facility to encompass the processing 
and marketing of woody cut florals (the stems from shrubs and trees featured in floral arrangements) Woody 
cut florals offer a season extension and income for growers, as the plants can be available throughout the winter and are well suited to being 
grown on amended or partially reclaimed AML sites. For more information about this project, please contact Adam Wells: (adam@appvoices.org) (276) 679-1691.

OH (AMD → Awesome Paint Pigment)
Developing a pilot plant for converting acid mine drainage into commercial grade iron paint pigment that 
can be sold in industrial quantities. 

PROJECT SUMMARY: A small flow of acid mine drainage will be diverted from a significant deep mine 
discharge to the pilot plant, designed and being constructed by a research team from Ohio University and 
Rural Action.  Employing an engineered chemical process, the pilot plant will treat the highly concentrated 
acid mine drainage and generate an iron oxide product suitable for paint pigment use.  Success at the pilot 
scale will lay the foundation for a full scale plant that could generate 289,000 pounds of pigment per year. 
For more information about this project, please contact Marissa Lautzenheiser (marissa@ruralaction.org) (330) 859-1050.


